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I'm BORED!
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s Symptom #1
Boredom in Schools

You only THINK
you're bored.
/

Students disengage
from school as they
get older

Student engagement is highest
in elementary school, lowest in
high school

| Percentage engaged i
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ymptom #
Unacceptable students’ behaviors
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' Symptom #3
[ Forgetting everything they learned (at the end of the academic year)

Sometimes | wonder
why | go to school if
I'm just going to

! forget everything |
| sTUDY FOR TEST o | learned anyways, |
mean, my mom
TAKE TEST [od | PASSIT ke
= & | FORGET forgot, aunt and
| aot this! uncle. | want to learn

EVERYTHING | LEARNED something I'll

remember not forget.




Symptom #4
The prosperity of private tutoring...

Lf.agmﬂ\ ﬁlﬂ\ gy
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. a Private Tutor

& . Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit. Aenean
® - commodo ligula eget dolor. Aenean massa.



Symptom #5
Grades are more important than learning?!
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Symptom #6

Underachievement in International Exams
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The performance of our students (MENA
region) on international exams such as
TIMSS and PISA is below average, and it is
getting worse with time!



4_3-4_achievement-trends-S8.pdf

Symptom #7

# @ Low performance levels concerning 21st century skills

Are our students: The Four Cs of 21st Century Skills
- Critical thinkers?

* Problem solvers? g
 Good communicators?

» Good collaborators?

* |nnovative and creative?

Working WIth

Creator
Producing high
quality work



Symptom #9
Unemployment Crisis
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So, our students (future workers) are not
equipped with the skills required by the jobs
of the future...



My Movie.mp4

* Those that are related to the teaching/learning,
* Those that are related to assessment
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Possible causes related to teaching / learning

Rote Learning

MEMGRIZE?
MEMORIZE!
MEMORIZE?

T A KiD-
IM NOTA

Rote or passive learning, FLOPPY DISC!

lower- order thinking, and

inert knowledge, are all

suspect are taking place in Bloom’s Taxonomy

Justify a stand or decision

our educational system. T N—

Draw connections among ideas
differentiate, organize, relate, compare, contrast, distinguish, examine,
experiment, question, test

Use information in new situations
execute, implement, solve, use, demonstrate, interpret, operate,
schedule, sketch

Explain ideas or concepts
sty describe, oot ocaie Tt
report, select, translate



Common lesson planning pitfall

One of the weaknesses of lesson planning / instruction is that it focuses on the

short term goal(s) of learning the content. For instance, Romeo and Juliet:
Did you read Romeo and Juliet?
Do you remember some of the key scenes?

Do you understand the relationship between families and how they impacted

the relationship between R&J?
None of the above is the long term transfer goal...

A LTG could be : Can you transfer your learning about R&J and families strive

to other contexts and to your own life in terms of understanding families’ strive?



& Common lesson planning pitfall

Emphasis on short term goals is usually followed by:

“Did you learn what | just taught you?” types of
assessment...



Possible causes related to assessment

Teaching to the test (test pollution)

We tend to prepare our
students for upcoming tests
by solving questions (or
providing hints and clues) that
are similar to the questions on
the tests...

* Title of the chapter
* Interrelated parts in the same question
that act as hints ...

more funny s at FUNNYASDUCK.NET



: Causes related to assessment
«® A Lack of Authentic Problems

« Lack of problem solving that are contextualized In

real-life situations. So, If our unit about fractions, then



Possible causes related to assessment
The emphasis on Summative assessments

rather than on Formative ones.

Formative assessment is a process not an event
The importance of feedback...
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Possible causes related to assessment
Grades Inflation

In an attempt to
avoid conflict with
parents and / or
administration,
some teachers are
being extremely
generous in

& assigning grades to

9 _—" : -‘ |
.:, b o] students...
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Reforms keep failing....
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« Outputs at work are the results of more than the workers’ individual
skills and individual efforts. A third and powerful factor is the effect
of the system on the output” (Leonard, 1991, p. 139).
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« Senge (2006) considered systems thinking as “the discipline for
seeing interrelationships rather than things, for seeing patterns of

change rather than static snapshots” (p. 68).


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuvHvi84TFw

Reforms keep failing....

e Systemic Issues

« Stakeholders are not able to identity the root causes
of the issues or problems. Something that calls for

the collection and analysis of relevant data...

One possible cause is the lack of meaningful learning.



Meaningful Learning

« Educators need to aim for transfer of learning in everything
they do (planning, instruction, assessment). As such, they
need to provide the opportunities and secure the conditions

that allow learners to construct knowledge and pursue deep

understanding.

(Deep Understanding = Transfer of Learning =2

Meaningful Learning)
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